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BEGINNING THE DISCUSSION (FOR TEACHERS)
Hi everyone,
As you’ve probably noticed, today I’m using a video filter. This is part of a province-wide action by CEGEP teachers like me. Today, we want to take a moment to discuss an important matter with you: collective bargaining for public sector workers. 
For the past year, we’ve been talking about our public services a great deal. The pandemic has emphasized their importance. We teachers, among many others, have devoted ourselves to them. We do this to contribute to Quebec’s development.
We are currently in a round of collective bargaining affecting all public sector employees: nurses, elementary school and high school teachers, school support staff, health care professionals, etc. In total, there are over 500,000 of us.
Bargaining is at a standstill despite our best efforts. We have been at the table with the government for over 18 months. Our collective agreements expired over a year ago, but the government simply does not want to move forward.
In fact, this government seems to respond only to threats, such as other workers going on strike or announcing strike days. Despite our hesitation, we may also be forced to use this ultimate pressure tactic.
Given that you have a ringside seat, we wanted to take the time to explain the situation. Know that if we end up going on strike, we would take no pleasure in it. Know that if we go on strike, we are doing so to improve our working conditions—your learning conditions. We would also be standing up for future generations: to ensure that high-quality public services are available to all, and that they remain a social and political priority.
Investing in education is investing in the future. This is why we are demanding better funding for our CEGEPs. We are fighting for public services that meet the needs of the public, for improvements to the CEGEP network and for better higher education in general. This is a collective struggle.
You aren’t obligated to do so, but we invite you to display your solidarity if you wish—and only if you are comfortable with it. 
If you have any questions, it would be my pleasure to answer them. 
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